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Park Police Members Receive Awards

awards. Officer Thomas Harrington received the Division’s Silver Star as well as an Honorable
ention of Valor at the Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce’s 2009 Public Safety Awards. A

Silver Star is awarded for taking appropriate action at the risk of one’s own life. On October 20, 2008,
Officer Harrington assisted at an accident scene where acar full of young people had struck atree and caught
on fire. Officer Harrington along with Detective William Peacock of Montgomery County Police desperately
worked to keep the fire away from one of the passengers who was trapped in the car. They tried every means
possible to save the young man’slife. Tragically, the young man succumbed to hisinjuries. The officers
continued to assist with other victims and Fire and Rescue personnel praised their actions and life-saving
efforts.

C:gratulationsto the Park Police memberslisted below for receiving performance recognition

* Silver Star: Officer Thomas Harrington

* Civilian Specia RecognitionAward: Supervisor Deborah Hagberg

* Digpatcher Specia RecognitionAward: Dispatcher John Stinson

* Investigations Specia RecognitionAward: Sgt. Ed Rivera

» K-9 Team Specia RecognitionAward: Officer JustinAndrews& K-9 Shadow

* Patrol Specia RecognitionAward: Officers Steven Burroughs, CyldaHodo and Brian Paulsen
» Special Operations Section Specia Recognition Award: Officer Marc Fanelli

* Volunteer Specia RecognitionAward: VolunteersAshley Hollingsworth and Carl Moore

* Brent LaMere Memorial Award: Officer Thai Giang

» Community Oriented Policing Award: Officer Nancy Jones

Officer Thomas Harrington
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Congratulations to Detective
Sarah Mikalauskas

Photo by
Lt. Brian Smith

Detective Sarah Mikalauskas wins “Fastest Female Runner” award.

ngratul ationsto Detective Sarah Mikalauskasfor winning the“ Fastest Femae Runner” award at the 10"
Annual National Police Challenge50-K Relay Raceon May 14, 2009. With atotal of 910 runnersfrom
aw enforcement agenciesfrom around theworld, the Raceraises money for COPS and HEROES (organi-
zationsthat provide resourcesto the surviving familiesof officerskilled inthelineof duty). Sarah completed her 5-K
legin 20 minutesand 38 seconds.

Other Park Police membersfrom both Montgomery and Prince George' s Divisionswho ranintheraceinclude
Captain Harvey Baker, Lt. Brian Smith, OfficersKent Berry, Micah Farmer, Kelley Hagen, Darian Huiswoud,
Barry Jackson, Roy Ricasa, Eric Rojas, Ben Tiongson and Anton White. Kudosto al Park Police participantsfrom
bothdivisons.
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Park Police Learn How to Deal With
“Active Shooters™

theway policedeal with shooting rampages. No

longer do police containtheareaand wait for a
SWAT teamto go in becauseit may betoo late. During
the45 minutesit took for the SWAT team to assemble
and goinat Columbine, 10 people had already been
killed.

Thetragedy at Columbineten yearsago changed

Policeacrossthe country have devel oped “ active
shooter” training to stop assailantsand save asmany
livesaspossible. Historically, an active shooter killsa
person every 15 seconds. Officersaretrained toform
contact teamsto enter abuildinginformation and locate

and stop the shooter(s). Following the new approach
hassaved livesnationwide.

Park Policefrom both Montgomery and Prince
George scountiesrecently received joint traininginthis
strategy. Officerspracticed moving informationsfrom
room to room whilelooking for the shooter.

Thanksto Paul Mazzei, Range Administrator, and
DetectiveMau Ly for providing thisimportant training.
Thanksalsoto Officer im Powers, DetectivesBill
Kelogg and Greg Worsey for their assistancewiththe
training.

Photo by
Margaret
Kingsley

L-R: Detective Mau Ly, Officer Jim Powers and Detective Bill Kellogg demonstrate how to clear a room.
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Park Police Clean Up

members spent a Sunday cleaning up Montgomery County parks. Armed with polesand plastic bags,

theworkers picked up trash and debrisat Rock Creek Stream Valley #6. An ongoing problemin all
parks, Park Police and Park M anagers areworking together to addresstheissue. Thanksto all who came out to
lend ahand!

Worki ngwith Maryland-National Capita Park and Planning maintenance personnel, several Park Police

Photos by
Mark Allen,
Senior Park

Manager, Wheaton
Regional Park

Rock Creek Stream Valley Clean-Up
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Park Police Honored for Excellence
In Traffic Safety Enforcement

hetop agency initscategory at theannua Maryland Law Enforcement Challenge ceremony in Batimore,

Maryland. Winning aLaw Enforcement Challengeaward signifiesnot only excellenceintraffic safety en-
forcement, but also acommitment to overal | public safety. The 2008 campaign featured an emphasison seat belt
usage, driving under theinfluence and aggressivedriving enforcement, aswell aseducationa activities.

Trre Maryland-National Capital Park Police, Montgomery County Division, washonored on April 15th as
t

Earningthisaward, especialy inlight of theincreased demandsof the program, istruly specia anditisadirect result
of the hard work and dedi cation of the men and women of the Park Police. Specia thanksto Officer Marc Fandlli,
the 2008 Maryland L aw Enforcement Challenge Coordinator. Co-sponsored by the Maryland Chiefsof Police
Association, the Maryland Sheriff’sAssociation and the Maryland Highway Safety Office; theMaryland Law
Enforcement Challenge promotes competition among Maryland police agencies, whilerecognizing and honoring
thosethat excel intraffic safety enforcement.

“Morethan 600 peoplearekilled every year on Maryland’ sroadways,” said Maryland Chiefs of Police Association
President Chief Bernadette DiPino. “I want to congratul ate the officers of the Maryland-National Capital Park
Policefor their commitment to the Maryland Law Enforcement Challengeand their serviceto their community.”

Photo by
Ofc. Kelley Hagen

Officer Marc Fanelli makes a traffic stop.
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Park Police Host
Take Your Child to Work Event

Cildren of Park Police staff participated intheannual Bring Your Child to Work Day onApril 23. Detective
Greg Worsey gavethe children anideaof what aday inthelife of an officer islike. Theday beganwitha
our of thestationincluding the prisoner cells. Thekidstried on heavy bullet-proof vestsand face shields.
Officer ChrisGayle gave an dl-terrain vehicle demonstration and Detective Worsey showed the kidshow evidence
at acrimesceneisprocessed. Detective Worsey also took the children’sfingerprints.

Thegroup had lunch at Wheaton Regional Park provided by the Bring Your Child to Work Day Committee.
Activitiesat the park included rides on the merry-go-round, miniaturetrain and even acherry picker! Parentswere
pleased with the program and thought it was agreat opportunity for their child to seewhat policingisall about.
Thanksto Officer Gaylefor thedemonstration and kudosto Detective Worsey for organizing agreat day!

lan Snyder tries on a ballistic
face shield.

Photo by
Margaret Kingsley

Photos by
Senior Park Ranger
Michael Tchou

Detective Greg Worsey demonstrates how to Detective Worsey and son, Geoffrey, check out an
collect evidence. all-terrain vehicle.
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Congratulations to Sergeant Edgar Rivera

ngratul ationsto Ed Riveraon hispromotionto Sergeant on March 6, 2009. Sergeant Riveraisa2l-year
veteran with the M ontgomery County Division. Hehas served inanumber of positionsincluding Petrol,

nvestigationsand A ccreditation. Sergeant Riverawill serveasaPatrol Sergeant onthe evening shift.
Congratulationsto Sergeant Rivera.

Photo by
Margaret

Kingsley

Sergeant Ed Rivera

Best Wishes to Acting Sergeants

C:)/Ggratul ationstoActing Sergeants Guy Jones,
illiam Kellogg and Adam Sengbusch. Theacting

supervisorswill fill thethree Sergeant vacanciesinthe
Field Operations Section of the Prince George' s Divi-
sion. Good luck inyour new positions!

Protecting Our Parks
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Congratulations to Lieutenants Kevin Bridgeman
and Anna von Schwerdtner

ngratul ationsto Kevin Bridgeman and Annavon Schwerdtner ontheir promotionsto Lieutenant effective
April 3, 2009. Lt. Bridgeman isa 18-year veteran with the Montgomery County Division of the Park Police.
L t. von Schwerdtner joinsusfrom the Prince George's County Division with 13 yearsof service. Lt. Bridgeman
will be assigned to the Planning and Research Section and Lt. von Schwerdtner will be assigned to the Professional

Standards Section. Best wishesto L ts. von Schwerdtner and Bridgeman.

Lt. Kevin Bridgeman Lt. Anna von Schwerdtner

Greetings to Steve Brassell

ease welcome our new Fleet Coordinator, Mr.

Steve Brassdll. Steve comesto uswith awea th of
knowledge and 32 years of experience with automo-
biles. He started March 9th and will coordinate the
maintenance and repair of Park Police vehicles.

Photos by
Margaret Kingsley )
Fleet Coordinator Steve Brassell
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